Expression of Interest Form
GNSO-nominated Universal Acceptance (UA) Expert Working Group (EWG) Member


Overview

The Generic Names Supporting Organization (GNSO) Council intends to appoint a qualified individual to serve as the member of a new Universal Acceptance (UA) Expert Working Group (EWG).

If interested, please complete and submit this form by email to gnso-secs@icann.org. The deadline to submit Expressions of Interest (EOI) is Friday, 13 June 2025 at 23:59 UTC. 

How to complete your application:
1. First, read the ICANN Privacy Notice on page 1 below and check the box to agree to its terms.
2. Next, read and fully understand the Member Responsibilities and Expectations on pages 2.
3. On page 3, this application includes fields for you to fill in personal details, as well as 7 additional questions.
4. You need to fill in all sections of the form. If a given criteria (e.g., expertise) does not apply to you, leave the field empty.
5. Once you have completed the form, save it on your computer/tablet/smartphone.
6. Create a new email message addressed to gnso-secs@icann.org, attach the form which you previously saved and submit the application.

You must submit your application by 13 June 2025 at 23:59 UTC.


ICANN Privacy Notice and Terms of Service:
 
By submitting an Expression of Interest (EOI) for the GNSO-nominated Universal Acceptance (UA) Expert Working Group (EWG) position, you agree and abide by ICANN's electronic Terms of Service (https://www.icann.org/privacy/tos) and acknowledge that your personal data will be processed in accordance with the ICANN Privacy Policy (https://www.icann.org/privacy/policy). For more information about ICANN's data protection practices and our processing of your personal data, please refer to the ICANN Privacy Policy.
 
☐ Yes, I agree.


Date: 



Universal Acceptance (UA) Expert Working Group (EWG)

Scope of Work
The expert working group will propose guidelines for ICANN's work on UA adoption based on input from targeted stakeholders, including:
· Big Tech and Open-Source Organizations: Update applications and services to support UA.
· Tech Developers and System Administrators: Ensure existing and new software applications support UA and Internationalized Domain Names (IDNs).
· Domain Name System (DNS) Industry and Related Businesses: Encourage generic top-level domain (gTLD) and country code top-level domain registries, registrars, registry service providers, resellers, hosting providers, Internet service providers, and others to become UA-ready.
· Internet Governance and Policy Professionals: Raise the visibility of UA and its importance to the multilingual Internet within international organizations, intergovernmental organizations, and governments.

Work Plan
The UA Expert Working Group is anticipated to meet on a weekly basis to discuss issues and develop proposed deliverables on the agreed timeline. The tentative steps and timeline are as follows:
· 25 June 2025: Nominations due.
· July 2025: Working group members finalized and work commences.
· November 2025: Draft report based on the scope of work published for Public Comment.
· February 2026: Guidelines finalized and published.

Responsibilities and Expectations
The nominees must have demonstrated knowledge of UA and IDNs and expertise in one or more of the following areas:
· Technical challenges and solutions for UA.
· Technical training for promoting the use of IDNs and UA.
· IDNs and/or Email Address Internationalization.
· Internet governance or public policy work related to digital inclusion and a multilingual Internet.

Other desired attributes include:
· Member of a GNSO Stakeholder Group and/or Constituency with a track record of engagement
· Understanding of the ICANN's mission, structure, and multistakeholder model
· Willingness to devote the necessary time
· Ability to present information in a manner that is simple and easy to understand
· Strong written and verbal communication skills

UA EWG meetings will be recorded and publicly posted, along with supporting materials.
More information on the selection process can be found on wiki here.

Applicant Information
 
First Name: 
 
Last Name: 
 
Gender: 
 
Country of Residence: 
 
Stakeholder Group/Constituency Affiliation: 
 
Questions
In your Expression of Interest submission, please answer the following questions:

1. What is your interest in this position?
2. What is your knowledge of and/or experience in Universal Acceptance (UA) and Internationalized Domain Names (IDN), or other related work at ICANN?
3. What particular skills and attributes do you have that will assist you in becoming a member of this EWG?
4. What is your knowledge of ICANN’s mission and relevant policies?
5. Are you able to commit the time required and necessary work needed for this work?
6. Do you have any affiliation with or involvement in any organization or entity with any financial or non-financial interest in UA?
7. Please include: 
· A link to an up-to-date Statement of Interest (SOI) 
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