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GNSO Policy Processes — GNSO Council Cheat Sheet’

GNSO Process Options — Process Flow
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! For full details, please see ICANN Bylaws — Annex A, A-1, A-2 and the GNSO Operating Procedures, especially the PDP, GGP and GIP Manuals.
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High level summary of GNSO Policy Processes

Policy Development Process
(PDP)

Expedited Policy Development
Process (EPDP)

Scope

The intended outcome of the
PDP is expected to create new
“Consensus Policy”
recommendations including, but
not limited to, any new
contractual obligations for
contracted parties. For further
information concerning what is
in scope for “Consensus Policy”,
please see:
http://gnso.icann.org/en/basics/
consensus-policy/about.

GNSO Guidance Process (GGP)

GNSO Input Process (GIP)

Request for Issue Report
(PDP) / Request for

A request for an Issue Report
may be initiated upon Board,

A GGP may be initiated by the
GNSO Council when a request
for input relating to gTLDs
(either a new issue or in relation
to previous policy
recommendations) has been
received from the ICANN Board
or a gTLD issue has been
identified by the GNSO Council
that would benefit from GNSO
Guidance, and it has determined
that the intended outcome of
the GGP is not expected to
create new “Consensus Policy”
recommendations including, but
not limited to, any new
contractual obligations for
contracted parties (in which case
a PDP would need to be
initiated). However, the GGP
may provide interpretation or
assist in providing clarity with
regards to the implementation
of GNSO policy
recommendations.

A GIP is the process through
which the GNSO provides input
on matters that may not involve
gTLD policy, for example in
response to a request from the
ICANN Board or in response to a
public comment forum as
further described in this GIP
Manual. Any such requests
should include as much
information as possible.

A GIP may be initiated by the
GNSO Council at any time it
considers appropriate, for
example, when a request for
GNSO input is received from the
ICANN Board or other entity that
does not involve the creation of
new obligations for ICANN
contracted parties and does not
relate to a topic otherwise
suitable for a GNSO Policy
Development Process or GNSO
Guidance Process, for example
providing GNSO Input to a public
comment forum.

The request to initiate a GGP, a
GNSO Council member must

To initiate a GIP, a GNSO Council
member must submit a request
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Policy Development Process
(PDP)

Expedited Policy Development
Process (EPDP)

GNSO Guidance Process (GGP)

GNSO Input Process (GIP)

Initiation (EPDP, GGP, GIP)

Council or Advisory Committee
request.

The recommended format of
requests for Issue Reports is as
follows:

1. Name of Requestor

2. Name of SG/C/AC (if
applicable) in support of the
request

3. Please provide rationale for
policy development

4. Brief explanation of how
issue affects your SG /
Constituency / Advisory
Committee

5. Suggestions on specific items
to be addressed in the Issue
Report (if any)

6. Please provide a concise
definition of the issue
presented and the problems
raised by the issue, including
quantification to the extent
feasible

7. What is the economic impact
or effect on competition,
consumer trust, privacy and
other rights:

8. Please provide supporting
evidence (if any)

submit a motion accompanied
by a GGP scoping document to
the GNSO Council, which is
expected to include at a
minimum the following
information:

1. Name of Council member / SG
/C

2. Origin of issue (e.g. board
request)

3. Scope of the effort (detailed
description of the issue or
question that the GGP is
expected to address)

4. Proposed GGP mechanism
(e.g. WG, DT, individual
volunteers)

5. Method of operation, if
different from GNSO Working
Group Guidelines

6. Decision-making methodology
for GGP mechanism, if
different from GNSO Working
Group Guidelines

7. Desired completion date and
rationale for this date

to the GNSO Council that
includes at a minimum the
following information:

1. Name of Council member
(sG/C)

2. Origin of issue (e.g., Board
request)

3. Scope of the effort
(description of the issue or
guestion that the GIP is
expected to address)

4. Proposed GIP mechanism
(e.g. WG, DT, individual
volunteers — hereinafter
referred to as the “GIP
Team”)

5. Method of operation, if
different from GNSO Working
Group Guidelines

6. Decision-making methodology
for the GIP Team, if different
from GNSO Working Group
Guidelines

7. Desired completion date and
rationale for this date
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Any Council member can request
that a GIP is initiated following
the steps in section 3. A Council
vote is not required to initiate a
GIP, except in the situation
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where one or more GNSO
Council members object to the
initiation. In such an instance,
the GNSO Council may initiate
the GIP if the default threshold
to pass a GNSO Council motion
(a simple majority vote of each
House) in favor of initiating the
GIP is achieved.
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Encouraged to solicit input
from each Stakeholder
Group and Constituency in
the early stages of the GIP.
Encouraged to seek the
input of other ICANN
Advisory Committees and
Supporting Organizations, if
deemed relevant and as
appropriate

After collection and review
of information, the GIP
Team and staff are
responsible for producing
the Proposed GNSO Input.
At a minimum, this should
include the proposed
recommendation(s), if any.
Public comment is optional.
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Approval of the GIP
recommendations submitted to
the Council does not require a
Council vote, except in the case
where one or more GNSO
Council members object to the
adoption of the report. In such
an instance, the GIP
recommendations may be
adopted only by the default
threshold to pass a GNSO
Council motion (a simple
majority vote of each House), as
set forth at Article X, Section 3-9
of the ICANN Bylaws.
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GNSO PDP (PDP)’

]

Publication h bli Publication
of Preliminary Gather Public of Final
Issue Report Comments Issue Report

Request for an
Issue Report

GNSO Policy eholder Gr
Development Process

*Some steps omitted, for brevity

WG Final
Report

GNSO Council Recommendation Gather Public

Board Vote Implementation
3 to ICANN Board Comments

:
: Form
% Implementation
Review Team

% See http://gnso.icann.org/en/basics/consensus-policy/pdp for further details.
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GNSO Expedited PDP (EPDP)

Expedited PDP (EPDP)

Only available for limited set of circumstances (1) concerns specific issue identified following adoption of PDP recommendations by ICANN Board, 2) concerns
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an issue that has already been scoped as part of earlier PDP or related effort

GNSO Council
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guidance 5 WG —ensure Recommendations —
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GNSO Guidance Process (GGP) Flow Chart

GNSO Guidance Process (GGP)
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GNSO Input Process (GIP) Flow Chart
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GNSO Input Process (GIP) I

GNSO Council

DT/WG/
Volunteer(s)

Board / Relevant

Define scope of effort,
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Acknowledge receipt of GNSO Input

Recommendations — f input is not followed,
provide rationale
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