Dear Chuck and GNSO Council Members:

This is to acknowledge receipt of the GNSO’s resolution to request that $400k be set aside for WHOIS studies.   Thank you for your participation in the budget development process.

By now most of you are aware that the proposed FY11 budget includes well over $400k set aside for WHOIS studies.   Internal documentation support for the FY11 budget includes the following:

· WHOIS misuse study  $150,000, 
· WHOIS registrant ID study  $150,000, 
· [image: image1.emf]Professional Services

FY11 Budget

Economic and other studies 1,185,000         

Financial and administrative services 523,000            

gTLD and IDN activities 1,068,000         

IANA support 411,000            

Language services 1,420,000         

Legal services 3,514,000         

Media and communication 1,370,000         

Organization leadership support and others 921,000            

Organization review and improvement 1,009,000         

Participation and Engagement 146,000            

RDE & Registry services 1,624,000         

Security & DNS activities 1,275,000         

Tech support 461,000            

14,927,000    

WHOIS proxy/privacy abuse study  $150,000, and 
· study management and continued scoping  $60,000 possibly performed with internal staff resources.

 In addition, page 41 of the draft FY11 Operating Plan and Budget describes this part of the professional services budget as extracted in part here. 
Figure 5-11 – Breakdown of FY11 Professional Services costs 

· Economic and other studies, with an FY11 budget of $1.2 million, includes studies requested by the community such as:

· SSAC requested studies on scaling and security

· WHOIS fact based studies for policy development efforts as requested by the GNSO 

· Economic studies to complete New gTLD implementation

· 21 April GNSO Council Meeting

Item 4: Whois Studies 

Liz Gasster provided a brief summary of the proposals for the Whois Study budget requests from the GNSO.

http://gnso.icann.org/issues/whois/whois-follow-up-discussion-05apr10-en.pdf

Chuck Gomes seconded by Adrian Kinderis proposed a motion for the WHOIS Studies Funding for FY11

Whereas:

In October 2007, the GNSO Council concluded that a comprehensive, objective and quantifiable understanding of key factual issues regarding the gTLD WHOIS system would benefit future GNSO policy development efforts
 (http://gnso.icann.org/resolutions/)

Before defining the details of studies, the Council solicited suggestions from the community for specific topics of study on WHOIS. Suggestions were submitted
 (http://forum.icann.org/lists/whois-comments-2008/)

and ICANN staff prepared a 'Report on Public Suggestions on Further Studies of WHOIS', dated 25-Feb-2008
 (http://gnso.icann.org/issues/WHOIS-privacy/WHOIS-study-suggestion-report-25feb08.pdf).

On 5 November 2008 the GNSO Council formed a drafting team to solicit further constituency views assessing both the priority level and the feasibility
 of the various proposed WHOIS studies, with the goal of deciding which studies, if any, should be assessed for cost and feasibility.

The Drafting Team determined that the six studies with the highest average priority scores should be the subject of further research to determine feasibility and obtain cost estimates.

On 4 March 2009 the GNSO Council requested that Staff conduct research on feasibility and cost estimates for those six WHOIS studies and following that assessment the Council would decide which studies should be conducted (http://gnso.icann.org/resolutions/#200903).

On 23 March 2010, staff provided its analysis to the GNSO Council of costs and feasibility for the first two study areas, and will continue to work on the remaining areas.

If funding becomes available, the Council will then decide which studies to fund, if any, provided that the Council’s recommendation of this amount is not to be taken as an indication that the Council will recommend any or particular studies be performed provided that the total ICANN budget for FY11 is not increased as a result of funding WHOIS studies.

Resolved, that the GNSO Council recommends that at least $ 400,000 be set aside in the ICANN Budget for FY 2011.

Resolved further, that the GNSO secretariat communicate this resolution to the ICANN Chief Financial Officer and the Board Finance Committee.

The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote

Contracted Parties House:
7 Votes in favour: Chuck Gomes, Edmon Chung, Caroline Greer, Terry Davis, Adrian Kinderis, Tim Ruiz, Stéphane van Gelder.

Non Contracted Parties House:
9 votes in favour: Jaime Wagner, Wolf-Ulrich Knoben, Kristina Rosette, David Taylor, Debbie Hughes, Wendy Seltzer, Rafik Dammak, Bill Drake, Mary Wong, Olga Cavalli.

Absent at time of vote: Mike Rodenbaugh, Zahid Jamil, Rosemary Sinclair. Olga Cavalli (Note that Olga had to leave the call at the time of the vote.)
