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Upcomingimportant dates

The WG has recently completed its work on a possible approach to consensusin deliberation of
possible requirements and developed afirst list of possible requirements. The WG will now commence
work on developing use cases which are expected to facilitate the review of the list of possible
requirements and agreement on which requirements should apply to RDS. Furtherformal and
informal input opportunities are expected to occurthroughout the WG’s deliberations.

Summary

In 2012, in response to the recommendations of the first WHOIS Review Team, the Board adopted a
two-prongapproach that simultaneously directed ICANN to (1) implementimprovements to the
current WHOIS system based on the Action Plan that was based on the recommendations of the
WHOIS Review Team, and (2) launch a new effort, achieved through the creation of the Expert
Working Group (EWG), to focus on the purpose and provision of gTLD directory services, to serve as
the foundation of a Board-initiated GNSO policy development process (PDP).

The Expert Working Group's Final Report contains a proposed model and detailed principles to serve
as the foundationfora PDP to supportthe creation of the next generation registration directory
servicestoreplace WHOIS. This Final Report contains over 160 pages of complex principles and
recommendations to be considered inthe GNSO PDP. In orderto effectivelymanage the PDP on such
alarge scale, an informal group of Board membersand GNSO councilors collaborated to develop the
framework that was approved by the ICANN Board on 26 April 2015. Asa result, the Board
reconfirmed its request fora Board-initiated GNSO policy development process to definethe purpose
of collecting, maintainingand providing access to gTLD registration data, and consider safeguards for
protecting data, using the recommendationsinthe EWG Final Reportasan inputto, and, if
appropriate, as the foundation foranew gTLD policy. The Preliminary Issue Report was posted for
publiccommenton 13 July 2015. The publiccommentforum closed on 6 September, with 13
submissions received, includinginput fromthe GAC. The Final Issue Report was submitted to the
GNSO Council on 7 October 2015 and the charter for the PDP WG was adopted during the 17
November 2015 Council meeting, followed by the launch of a call for volunteers for WG participantsin
earlyJanuary 2016. The Working Group heldits first meeting on 26 January 2016 and is continuing
meeting on a weekly basis. The WG’s work plan can be found here:
https://community.icann.org/x/olxIAw. The WG has developed alist of possible requirements which
will serve as a basis forfurtherdeliberations. This listisinthe process of being triaged to facilitate the
review and consideration of these possible requirementsin conjunction with use cases thatare in the
process of being developed.


https://www.icann.org/en/about/aoc-review/whois/implementation-action-08nov12-en.pdf
https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/files/final-report-06jun14-en.pdf
https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/files/final-report-06jun14-en.pdf
https://community.icann.org/download/attachments/49359634/EWG-Process%20Group%20Final%20Framework%202-4-15.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1428939851000&api=v2
https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/files/final-report-06jun14-en.pdf
http://whois.icann.org/sites/default/files/files/rds-prelim-issue-13jul15-en.pdf
http://whois.icann.org/sites/default/files/files/final-issue-report-next-generation-rds-07oct15-en.pdf
http://gnso.icann.org/en/drafts/whois-ng-gtld-rds-charter-07oct15-en.pdf
https://community.icann.org/x/oIxlAw

Engagement Opportunity Status

Issue

Scoping

Following the adoption of the charterforthe PDP Working Group, a call for volunteers has been
distributed toformthe PDP Working Group, which is opento anyone interested to participate. The
WG hasreached out to GNSO Stakeholder Groups and Constituencies as well as ICANN Supporting
Organizations and Advisory Committees to request earlyinputto helpinformthe Working Group
deliberations.

Additional Information

1

RDS wiki https://community.icann.org/display/gTLDRDS/Next-
Generation+gTLD+Registration+Directory+Services+to+Replace+Whois

Charterfor PDP WG http://gnso.icann.org/en/drafts/whois-ng-gtld-rds-charter-07oct15-
en.pdf

Final Issue Report http://whois.icann.org/sites/default/files/files/final-issue-report-next-
generation-rds-07oct15-en.pdf

Preliminary Issue Report http://whois.icann.org/sites/default/files/files/rds-prelim-issue-
13jul15-en.pdf

PublicComment Forum https://www.icann.org/public-comments/rds-prelim-issue-2015-07-
13-en

Board Resolution https://www.icann.org/resources/board-material /resolutions-2015-04-26-
en#l.f
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