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Universal Acceptance of all TLDs 

§  Gervase Markham - Mozilla 

§  Jordyn Buchanan – Google  

§  Xiantang Sun - CNNIC 

§  Edmon Chung - DotAsia 
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Universal Acceptance of all TLDs 

Agenda: 

§  Introduction 

§  Overview of the Project 

§  Speakers and Presentations 

§  Questions and Discussion 
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Universal Acceptance of all TLDs 

On-going effort at ICANN with the goal to raise awareness 
about the diversity of the domains (gTLDs and ccTLDs, 
ASCII and IDN): 
http://www.icann.org/en/resources/tld-acceptance  
 
Covers acceptability issues due to certain constraints as 
implemented in software 
 

Does not cover policy aspects of what domains should be 
allowed or restricted 

 
 



5	  

Why it is important 

The DNS is evolving and continues to grow - hundreds 
of new TLDs are expected to be added in the near 
future 
 
How to minimize the compatibility issues in software 
on the Internet and ensure that 

 
 
 
 

§  Users’ emails are working 
 
§  URLs are recognized as such in browsers 
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Acceptability issues - Examples 
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Example of Hard-Coded List 
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Example of String Length Check 
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Examples of Causes of some Acceptability issues 

§  Improper logic in software for checking 
valid domains 
 

§  Lack of IDNA support 

§  Old software that is not yet upgraded 



10	  

Activities to date… 
§  Created discussion forum and dedicated webpage: 

http://www.icann.org/en/resources/tld-acceptance  

§  Posted proof-of-concept TLD verification tool at: 
https://github.com/icann 

§  Consultations with ICANN stakeholders 

§  Registries and Registrars activities 

§  JIG WG 

§  Technical recommendations 

§  Outreach campaign 



11	  

What can you do? 
 
§  Check your software — do all your 

applications properly support all domains? 
 
§  Inform and educate software developers and 

others 
 
§  Contact us at: tld-acceptance@icann.org 
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What we are working on now 
 
§  Outreach campaign 

§  Improving TLD verification libraries 

§  Informational and educational materials 

§  Your suggestions? 
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Universal Acceptance of all TLDs 

Gervase Markham  
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Universal Acceptance of all TLDs 

Jordyn Buchanan 
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Universal Acceptance of all TLDs 

Xiantang Sun 
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Universal Acceptance of all TLDs 

Edmon Chung  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Thank You 
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Questions 


