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About SaudiNIC





 SaudiNIC is a non-profit unit that is operated by 
Communication and Information Technology 
Commission (CITC) which is a semi-governmental 
entity.

 SaudiNIC administers the Saudi ccTLDs:
– .sa since 1995. 
– The new IDN ccTLD ( السعودية. ) since May 2010

 Leading the local community efforts towards 
supporting Arabic language in DNS
– Chairing both Steering and Technical Committees of the 

ADNPP (2005-2009)
– Representing the Arabic language in various events & WG



 Full IPv6 Support – Jan 2010

 Open registration of Arabic domain names under 
“ السعودية. ” ( السعودية.سجل ) – May 2010

 Open registration of domain names directly under 
“.sa” (nic.sa) – Jan 2011

 Updated the “Domain Name Regulations” – Apr 2011

 Updated “Procedures for Submitting an Objection to 
Saudi domain names” (Dispute Resolution) – Apr 
2011
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 Registry–Registrar model

 DNSSEC

 IDN Emails

 Continuous coordination with application 
providers regarding IDNA implementations and 
Arabic domains
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~ 25,000 domain name







ICANN opened IDN 
ccTLD FT Process

Applying to fast 
track process

ICANN Approved 
the String

Applying for 
delegation

IANA Approved the 
delegation

IANA added

xn--mgberp4a5d4ar

to the root servers

16 Nov 2009 16 Nov 2009 20 Jan 2010

24 Jan 20105 May 2010 22 Apr 2010

.



Main Registration 
Regulation

Regulation for 
Opening ADN 

Registration

Objection Rules 
and Procedures 

(DRP)

Procedures 
Governing 

Reserved Names

Guideline for 
writing ADNs

Clarification for 
Reasonable Relationship 
between a Domain and a 

Registrant



 We announced our Registration Plan (2 phases) on 
15 April 2010

Phase 1

Phase 2



 Rebuilt the registration system to support: 
– Arabic IDN ( A-Label & U-Label)
– Language table(s)
– Language Confusability Safeguard (Emlaa Algorithm)

• Different shapes for the same letter ( اآ  إأ  ) ( ةه  ) ( ىي  )

– Script wide Variants (Master-key Algorithm)
• Registering a domain will results on automatically blocking all its variants  

from other (They can be enabled by the same registrant)
• More info: http://arabic-domains.org/adn_tools/mk/index.php 

– Build/updated some tools & scripts related to IDN
• IDNA 2003 & IDNA2008 implantations
• DNS checker & Zone editor
• Zone builder, Whois & Light Whois (Finger)

 Infrastructure enhancements
– Increased Connection BW and installed new servers
– Implemented Anycast and IPv6 on our new IDN ccTLD



Language 
Table

Confusability 
Safeguard

(Language)

Master-Key 
Algorithm 

(Script-wide 
Variants)

It gives the registrant the control on the valid list 
of variants domain names (activate/bundle).

A master-key code

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

Registry-Level Approach

أحمد 

vs.
حمدا

كلى 
(U+0643, U+0644, U+0649)

vs.
 یلک

(U+06CC , U+0644 , U+06A9)

RFC5564





(0643)ك 

(064A)ي 

(06A9)ک 

(06CC)ی 

ةيامسعود.ةكم
ةيامسعود.ةکم

Visit our website: 
Makkah.sa

There is a need to enable TLD Variants
Delegating IDN variants to our clients can not 
happen without getting the TLD variants.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Arabic_alphabet_world_distribution.png


 IDN support in any users applications:

– email, chat, search engines, …

 User friendly applications:

– Display the (U-Label) to the user (NO A-label display)

– Handel Right to Left correctly … better readability of the 
address bar

– Recognize IDN (U-Label) as a hyperlink

– Transparent to the user (discouraging the A-label 
display)

– Converting “spaces” to Dashes (end users are not 
familiar to use “–” as a word separator) 





 TLD variants are a must-have!
– Reaching IDN domains from any place

 Hosting Companies (local and global) dose not 
support new IDN ccTLDs + Issues with default zone 
setting
– Need more awareness and coordination

 Still there are some issues with IDN applications
– Generation technical reports (testing applications)

– Attending IDN Software Developer’s Consortium

 Marketing is a must!
– Deploying Registry-Registrar model soon

 Variant overhead on customers
– They need to host the domain name and needed variants



For more information you can visit:

www.nic.sa

:نلمزيد من المعلومات يمكنكم زيارة

 امسعودية.سجل 


