Questions

1) ICANN-Accredited Registrars and gTLD Registries make Whois information

available through multiple query-based mechanisms, including web-based

interfaces and a special network protocol informally referred to as port-43

Whois.  How do you obtain the Whois information?

a.            By submitting queries to a Web-based interface

b.            By submitting queries using special tools, e.g., using

port-43-based interface

2) Are you getting this information directly from an ICANN-Accredited

Registrar [Provide a link] or gTLD Registry [Provide a link]?

c.            I believe so and I believe from multiple sources.

3) Do you routinely disseminate the obtained Whois information to third

parties (Yes)

3.1)            If yes, do you disseminate:

3.2)

a. individual WHOIS records

b. WHOIS records in bulk

3.2)      If you answered yes to Number 3, how do you disseminate the

obtained Whois information?

c)      Other (please specify) In reports to brand owner clients organized in a useful way, ie a spread sheet or customized database.

4) Approximately how many Whois queries/lookups do you perform on average

per day?

e.            It varies too much to select the other options: some days it

is many (say, over 1000) and some days none

5) Do you store the Whois information?

c.            I store it for longer periods such as more than a week

6) Please indicate the general purposes of your use of Whois data (you may

select more than one item - choose as many that apply)

b.            For intellectual property enforcement by trademark/copyright

holders or their designated representatives

7) Please provide a brief explanation of your use, if any, of query-based

Whois services.

IP asset wrangling for clients.  Determining bad faith or multiple registrations by cybersquatters. 

8) If you currently use Port 43 to access WHOIS information, and such

access were not available in the future, what other source(s) would you use

for such data?

Probably a variety of strategies, including bulk whois (which I think is not worth subscribing to) and perhaps access to zone files or making arrangements with registrars /registries on an individual basis.

9) If you were to use such alternate source(s), what do you believe will be

the effect on you or your organization?

This would cost more and take more time and ultimately be ineffective and/or unmarketable.

10) What is the most important factor driving your access to Whois data as

you currently use it?  (Although each answer

may be applicable to you or your organization, please select only the most

relevant answer below):

   b) the convenience or need for immediate online access to contact information

Please explain your answer.

Need real time information as best as possible to deal mostly with bad guys. 

Please take a moment to tell us a little about your organization to assist

us in understanding and organizing the results.

Marksmen Inc. We offer brand protection services for Fortune 500 companies, IP law firms and other significant brand owners.

In order to ensure that your responses are considered by the Task Force,

please respond to this questionnaire by no later than February 16,

2004.  Please send your reply to tf1-survey@gnso.icann.org:

Thank you very much for your time and participation.  For our complete

description of  work, please see http://gnso.icann.org/issues/whois-privacy/tor.shtml.

