GNSO Council voting patterns 2005 – 2008 
Summary

This paper presents data on votes taken in the GNSO Council from January 2005 through May 2008. This data is analyzed to identify potential correlations in voting patterns between constituencies. Although the sample of events used is limited to 28, which calls for caution in drawing statistically significant conclusions, it is apparent that the Business Constituency (BC), ISP Constituency (ISPCP) and Intellectual Property Constituency (IPC) show a considerable voting pattern correlation – above 85% – in comparison to other constituency combinations. The next highest correlation – at 68% – is found between the Registry Constituency (RyC) and the NonCommercial Users Constituency (NCUC), while the remaining constituency pair combinations all weigh-in below 57%. 

Introduction
The voting events during GNSO Council meetings since the beginning of 2005 are listed below with date, subject, vote distribution per constituency, and outcome, in reverse chronological order. Votes to approve minutes and secret ballot votes for electing Board members and the GNSO Chair are not included. The vote distribution per constituency is indicated in Table A as follows: “A/y-n,” where “A” indicates number of representatives present, “y” the number of representatives voting yes, and “n” the number of representatives voting no. Any abstentions can be directly inferred from these numbers. For constituencies with double votes, notably Ry (Registries) and RR (Registrars), the numbers should be multiplied by two to give the total votes, as indicated in the corresponding headings. Voice votes and roll call votes that do not have the affiliations identified in the minutes are summarily noted in the subject box, e.g. “Voice unan” meaning “voice vote, unanimous agreement”. 
Analysis

In table A below, there are 28 voting events taken by roll call and showing identifiable votes per constituency, where the outcome was not unanimous (although very close to unanimous in some cases). Selecting those events, highlighted in yellow in table A, and correlating each constituency’s vote to each other constituency gives the results in Table 1 (numbers) and Table 2 (percentages). Correlation in votes is considered to exist when the constituencies’ net votes are identical, be they positive, negative or neutral/abstention. To illustrate, a negative vote from one constituency and abstention from the other are not seen as correlating. Abstention from both, negative votes from both, and positive votes from both are all seen as correlations.

Table 1. Correlation between constituencies’ votes (instances out of 28)

	
	RyC
	RrC
	BC
	ISPCP
	IPC
	NCUC
	NomCom

	RyC
	
	15
	12
	13
	15
	19
	13

	RrC
	15
	
	9
	10
	13
	15
	13

	BC
	12
	9
	
	25
	24
	14
	13

	ISPCP
	13
	10
	25
	
	25
	13
	15

	IPC
	15
	13
	24
	25
	
	16
	15

	NCUC
	19
	15
	14
	13
	16
	
	13

	NomCom
	13
	13
	13
	15
	15
	13
	


Table 2. Correlation between constituencies’ votes (percentages)

	
	RyC
	RrC
	BC
	ISPCP
	IPC
	NCUC
	NomCom

	RyC
	
	54%
	43%
	46%
	54%
	68%
	46%

	RrC
	54%
	
	32%
	36%
	46%
	54%
	46%

	BC
	43%
	32%
	
	89%
	86%
	50%
	46%

	ISPCP
	46%
	36%
	89%
	
	89%
	46%
	54%

	IPC
	54%
	46%
	86%
	89%
	
	57%
	54%

	NCUC
	68%
	54%
	50%
	46%
	57%
	
	46%

	NomCom
	46%
	46%
	46%
	54%
	54%
	46%
	


The highest voting correlations – above 85% – are found between the BC, ISPCP and IPC. Next to that group, the highest correlation is found between the RyC and the NCUC – at 68%. The lowest correlations – under 40%  – are seen between the RrC and both the BC and the ISPCP.  The remaining correlations range between 43% and 57%.

Background data

Table A. Voting events in GNSO Council 2005 – May 2008
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Resolution subject
	Ry x2
	RR x2
	BC
	ISP
	IPC
	NCUC
	NomC
	P/F

	29 May 08
	Fast Flux Charter voice  unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	8 May 08
	Fast Flux PDP
	3/0-3
	1/ 0-1
	3/3 -0 
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	3/0- 3
	2/ 1 - 1
	P

	8 May 08 
	Fast Flux  tf
	3/0-3
	1/ 0-1
	2/2-0 
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	3/0-3
	2/1 - 1
	F

	8 May 08
	Fast Flux wg

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	8 May 08
	IRTP Review
	3/ 3-0
	1/1-0
	2/ 2-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	P

	17 April 08
	IRTP Denial Clar. Draft g
voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	17 April 08
	Domain Tasting PDP

Rec. amendment
	3/ 0-0
	3/3-0 
	3/ 0-3
	3/0-3
	2/0-2
	1/0 - 1
	2/1 - 1
	F

	17

April 08
	Domain Tasting PDP

Recommendation
	3/3- 0
	3/1- 2
	3/3 -0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	1/1-0
	2/2-0
	P

	27 March 08
	Confirm Board Election

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	27 March

08
	WHOIS Studies volunteer group

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	27 March 08
	Absentee  voting
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	1/1-0
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	P

	6 March 08
	Comments IDNC Init.Rep.

Voice  unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6 March 08
	Domain Tasting motion  /amendment
	3/3 -0
	3/3-0
	3/2-1
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	P

	6 March 08
	Domain Tasting motion for pub. Com 

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6 March 08
	Domain Tasting motion  

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6 March 08
	Domain tasting design team

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6

March 08
	Fast Flux Issues report request
	3/0-3
	3/0-3
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	2/0-2
	2/2-0
	P

	31

Jan 08                                            
	Council vice chair confirm
	3/2-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	1/1-0
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	P

	17 Jan 08
	Council Chair confirm

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	3 Jan 08
	Messaage to Board on IDN Fast track

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	3 Jan 08
	Travel funding letter
	2/0-2
	1/0-1
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	1/1-0
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	P

	20 Dec 07
	IDO PDP launch
	3/0-3
	1/0-1
	2/2-0
	1/1-0
	2/2-0
	2/0-2
	2/0-0
	F

	20 Nov 07
	IGO PDP decision deferral

Voice maj

1 nay

2 abstentions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P



	6 Dec 07
	Nom Com Job Desc

Voice unan
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6 Dec 07
	Inc GNSO part in IDNC wg

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6 Dec 07
	Candid IDNC wg

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20 Nov 07
	IRTP denial clar PDP
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	1/1-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	3/2-0
	2/2-0
	P

	20 Nov 07
	IRTP denial clar

tf
	3/0-3
	3/0-3
	1/0-1
	3/0-3
	2/0-2
	3/0-3
	2/0-2
	F

	31 October 07
	IGO DRP ad hoc group
	3/0-3
	3/2-0
	2/0-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/0-2
	2/2-0
	F

	31 October 07
	Domain tasting PDP
	3/3-0
	3/0-2
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	2/1-1
	P

	31

October 07
	Domain tasting PDP procedure choice

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	31 October 07
	WHOIS motion 1
	3/0-3
	3/3-0
	2/0-2
	3/0-3
	3/0-3
	3/0- 2
	2/1-1
	F

	31 October 07
	WHOIS motion 2
	3/3-0
	3/0-3
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/2-0
	2/1-1
	P

	31 October 07
	WHOIS Motion 2 modified
	3/3-0
	3/0-3
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	2/1-1
	P

	31 October 07
	WHOIS motion 3
	3/0-2
	3/3-0
	2/0-2
	3/0-3
	3/0-3
	3/3-0
	2/1-1
	F

	31 October 07
	Vote of thanks

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	11 October 07
	IGO DRP PDP decision postpone

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	11October 07
	Domain tasting PDP decision postpone
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	2/0-1
	2/2-0
	1/1-0
	3/3-0
	1/1-0
	P

	20 September 07
	IRTP Review follow-up

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6 September 07
	New gTLD motion to separate vote on recommendations.
	3/0-3
	2/0-1
	2/0-2
	2/0-2
	3/0-3
	3/3-0
	3/1-2
	F

	6 September 07
	New gTLD recommendations 
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	3/2-0
	3/0-1
	3/3-0
	P

	6 September 07 
	GA list rules

Voice maj

(2 abstentions)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6 September 07
	WHOIS completion amendment

Voice maj

3 against
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6  September 07
	WHOIS completion

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6 September 07
	Thanks motion

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	9 August 07
	PDP Feb06 Contract Cond. Recommendations
	1/0-1
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	1/1-0
	P

	9 August 07
	WHOIS wg concl
Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	9 August 07
	Domain Tasting ad hoc group

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	9 August 07
	Proxy voting request

Voice unan

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	27 June 07
	Election of vice-chair

Voice majority (1 abstention)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	27 June 07
	Domain  Tasting ad hoc group launch
	3/3-0
	1/1-0
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/1-1
	3/3-0
	P

	27 June 07
	IGO DRP request for staff drafting Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	27 June 07
	Motion of thanks Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	7 June 07
	Ratification of chair election

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	24 May 07
	Create vice-chair position

Voice unan

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	24 May 07
	IGO DRP request issues report
	2/0-2
	3/2-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	1/1-0
	2/0-2
	2/0-2
	P

	12 April 07
	Ratification of Board election Voice majority (1 abstention)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	12 April 07
	WHOIS charter modif

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	12 April 07
	WHOIS WG chair appointment Voice majority (2 abstentions)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	12 April 07
	RN WG extension Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	28 March 07
	WHOIS TF conclusion, WG launch(20 for 3 against) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	15  March 07
	PRO WG charter 

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	15 March 07
	PRO WG timeline extension

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	15 March 07
	WG observers rule

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	1 Feb 07
	PRO WG launch

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	1 Feb 07
	Board election proc and timeline

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	1 Feb 07
	Vote of thanks

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	18 Jan 07
	RN WG launch

Voice majority (1 no)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	18 Jan 07
	RN WG chair election

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	21 Dec 06
	Council chair election

Roll call majority (1 abstention)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6 Dec 06
	Council chair mandate extension

Voice unan

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	6 Dec 06
	Vote on thanks

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	16 Nov 06
	Notice on gTLD agreements
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	1/1-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	P

	16 Nov 06
	IDN WG charter

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	16 Nov 06
	Whether to immediately vote on term limits
	3/3-0
	3/2-0
	3/0-3
	3/0-3
	1/1-0
	2/2-0
	1/1-0
	P

	16 Nov 06
	Councillor term limits
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/0-0
	3/0-0
	1/1-0
	2/2-0
	1/0-0
	P

	28 Sep 06
	PDPFeb06 work requests

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	28 Sep 06
	Request to Board to delay gTLD renewal approvals 
	3/0-3
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	0/0-0
	1/1-0
	1/1-0
	P

	28 Sep 06
	Staff to gather data for PDP review

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	20 Jul 06
	WHOIS definition explanations
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	1/1-0
	2/2-0
	1/1-0
	P

	20 Jul 06
	WHOIS purpose data gathering and dialogue

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	28 Jun 06
	Board election ratification
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	P

	28 Jun 06
	Motion condolence

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	18 May 06
	Non-voting advisor to WHOIS TF

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	18 May 06
	Voting advisor to WHOIS TF

Voice majority (1 abstention)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	18 May 06
	IDN Issues Report follow-up WG

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	12 Apr 06
	WHOIS purpose formulation 1
	3/0-3
	3/0-3
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/0-3
	3/0-3
	F

	12 Apr 06
	WHOIS purpose formulation 2
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/0-3
	3/0-3
	3/0-3
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	P

	12 Apr 06
	Timing of Board election procedure

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	12 Apr 06
	Vote of thanks

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	29 Mar 06
	Two votes of thanks

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	14 Mar 06
	PDPFeb06 timeline extension

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	2 Mar 06
	PDPFeb06 ToR
	3/0-3
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	1/1-0
	2/2-0
	2/2-0
	P

	16 Feb 06 no minutes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6 Feb 06
	PDPFeb06 launch
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	2/1-0
	3/3-0
	P

	6 Feb 06
	Vote to hold face2face New gTLD meeting 
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	0/0-0
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	P

	17 Jan 06
	Dot COM agreement, request for Issues Report
	2/0-0
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	0/0-0
	1/1-0
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	P

	21 December 05
	GNSO Chair election

Voice vote 

B.Tonkin Abstained
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	21 December 05
	Pub comments extended New G TLD TOR 

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	21 December 05
	Date extended for constit.statements

On new gTLDs

Voice unan 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	2 December 05 
	TOR for New gTLD PDP

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	2 December 05
	GNSO working days 
voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	2 December 05
	Request for ccNSO/GNSO liaison on IDNs

Voice 

1 against
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	2 December 05
	Request Board postponement Verisign settlement
	3/3-0
	3/0-3
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	P

	28 November 05
	Acting Council chair vote

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	28 November 05
	Council chair vote


	3/2-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	2/2-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	P

	28 November 05
	New gTLD PDP initiated

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	28 November 05
	WHOIS National Law consensus recom.
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/2-0
	P

	 20 October05
	Appointment interim chair 18/11 – 04/01

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	22 September 05
	Request Issues report on new gTLDs

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	18 August 05
	Improving notification &consent for use of contact data in WHOIS

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	28 July 05
	Request  Architectural change in operation of gTLD registry
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	3/3-0
	P

	12 July 05
	Voting rules of the Whois tf

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	12 July 05

No breakdown of vote
	Concern final .net agreement  not posted for pub.com.after changes

16 in favour 

9 abstentions


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	2 June 05
	WHOIS tf TOR addition

12 in favour

7 against

6 abstentions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	F

	2 June 05 

	WHOIS tf TOR

Roll call vote unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	17 February 05
	Board election procedure by email

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	17 February 05
	Amsterdam invoices approval

Voic unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	13 January 05
	GNSO Council review response

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	13 January 05
	Amsterdam work shop budget

Voice unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P

	13 January 05
	Request Issues report contention for domain names

Roll call vote

 unan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P


