Dear Stakeholder,

Attached is a draft statement on ICANN and the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) that was announced at the last WSIS Workshop in Cape Town.  The WSIS Working Group (<http://www.icann.org/wsis/>) intends to publish the statement at ICANN's Mar del Plata meeting, after a period of consultation and comment with the broad community of stakeholders.

The draft statement is provided for your review and comment.  You can provide comments to the individual from your stakeholder group who is working on the WSIS Working Group (see list below), or by posting to the group's email address at <WSISWPG@icann.org>.

The draft statement was developed by the WSIS Working Group, a group of individuals who have been working together to organize and support the WSIS workshops at ICANN meetings. The development of the statement grew out of discussions within the Working Group that the broad set of stakeholders, including the Board and staff, could benefit from a shared vision and statement on ICANN and its role in the WSIS process, that had the broad support of the community. Given how much time and focus was being devoted to the WSIS process, it was the belief of the Working Group members that a statement that has broad support is important both to the ICANN community and in responding to external players who are questioning ICANN's functions, or who think that other approaches should replace the bottom-up consensus based, private - public partnership model embodied in ICANN.

Thus, the statement is intended to describe at a high level ICANN's mission and purpose, to show support to ICANN and its continued evolution and ever evolving and increasing participation to the broader world involved in the WSIS activities. It also makes a statement encouraging others who have questions about ICANN's work to come to ICANN and participate in the multi-stakeholder work at ICANN. The statement is of necessity high level, and represents a compromise among the individuals who have been developing it.

We ask that you consider the statement and provide any essential edits and comments that you think can improve and strengthen the statement. It will be open for comment up to the time of the Mar del Plata meeting, and the comments

and edits will be taken into account by the Working Group to develop a final version of the statement, which will be presented at the WSIS Workshop on Tuesday.

The contacts for each WSIS Working Group member are provided below.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

The WSIS Working Group

· Vittorio Bertola & Izumi Aizu, Chair/member of the At-Large Advisory Committee (vb@bertola.eu.org & aizu@anr.org) 
· Marilyn Cade, member of the Business Constituency (marilynscade@hotmail.com) 
· Tony Holmes, member of the Internet Service & Connectivity Providers Constituency (tony.ar.holmes@bt.com)

· Jeff Neuman, NeuLevel, Inc., member of the gTLD Registries Constituency (Jeff.Neuman@neustar.us)

· Peter Dengate Thrush, InternetNZ & Chris Disspain, member/Chair of the ccNSO (barrister@chambers.gen.nz & ceo@auda.org.au)

· Denise Michel & Theresa Swinehart, ICANN (michel@icann.org & swinehart@icann.org)

· Axel Pawlik & Paul Wilson, Chair/member of the Regional Internet Registries (axel.pawlik@ripe.net & pwilson@apnic.net) 
· Lucy Nichols, member of the Intellectual Property Constituency (lucy.nichols@nokia.com) 
· Ross Rader, member of the Registrars Constituency (ross@tucows.com)
==========================================
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 1. ICANN is a bottom up, consensus based, participatory global 

 organization, responsible for coordinating the unique identifiers of the 

 Internet. In particular, ICANN is responsible for ensuring the stable 

 and secure operation of the Internet’s unique identifier systems, such 

 as the domain names, IP Addresses, protocol and parameters, the Internet 

 root server system and those policies that are related to the unique 

 identifiers;

 2. At ICANN's creation, the community recognized the importance of a 

 unique global forum to address these issues, and has supported the 

 continuing evolution of ICANN as the single global forum for 

 coordinating the unique identifiers of the Internet and related policy;

 3. As the Internet evolves, so does the need for the participation of a 

 diverse and ever growing set of stakeholders in relevant policy making 

 activities, with a particular emphasis on the participation of those 

 from developing countries;

 4.  With this expanding broad participation, ICANN will continue to 

 evolve and mature in its role in coordinating the Internet’s unique 

 identifiers, and in increasing awareness and understanding of its role 

 in advancing the Internet.

 5. That Internet Governance has emerged as an important issue in many 

 fora, most especially through the WSIS process;

 6. That no single entity or organization possesses the expertise or 

 breadth of participation to address all aspects of Internet Governance 

 in isolation;

 7 That ICANN provides the opportunity for participation by diverse 

 stakeholders associated with and interested in its activities and 

 mission related to coordination of the unique identifiers of the 

 Internet, and must continually strive to strengthen and improve this 

 participation;

 8. That many of the stakeholders involved in ICANN’s work are also 

 involved in the broader set of initiatives and organizations already 

 engaged in discussing or addressing Internet Governance.

 9. We endorse the ICANN model of a private public partnership – 

 involving the broadest set of stakeholders: civil society, non 

 governmental organizations, commercial and individual users, suppliers, 

 and governments – responsible for coordinating the unique identifiers of 

 the Internet and related policies;

 10. We support the continuing internationalization of ICANN, and call on 

ICANN to finalize and implement plans to bring its Memorandum of 

 Understanding with the U.S. Government to fulfillment and closure, and 

 to evolve ICANN into a stand alone entity able to pursue the roles 

 asked of it by the Internet community;

 11. We call on those who seek change in the present stakeholder-driven 

 model for coordination of the technical management of the Internet's 

 unique identifiers to fully participate in ICANN's process and 

 activities, and work with ICANN's stakeholders to address their concerns 

 within the ICANN process;

 12. We call on the ICANN Board, all ICANN stakeholders and staff to 

 participate in the Working Group on Internet Governance and in the World 

 Summit on the Information Society to advance broad support for the 

 public private, stakeholder-driven model for coordination of the 

 Internet’s unique identifiers;

 13. We urge the ICANN board, ICANN stakeholders and staff to support the 

 growing awareness and understanding of ICANN’s role, while recognizing 

 the need for collaboration, cooperation, coordination, and coexistence 

 with other organizations and entities who are engaged in the larger 

 issues and activities related to Internet Governance;

 14. We support the collaboration and cooperation within the ICANN 

 community of gTLD registries, registrars, Internet service providers, 

 Regional Internet Registries, ccTLD managers, non-commercial and 

 business users and organizations, individual Internet users, the broad 

 technical community, root server operators and governments, and support 

 activities that increase understanding of ICANN’s work and focus as the 

 forum for coordinating the unique identifiers of the Internet and 

 related policy; and

 15. We support improved communications and collaboration with all 

 members of the ICANN community to support increased understanding and 

 participation in ICANN, in particular from developing countries.

