
ARTICLE	
  XI:	
  ADVISORY	
  COMMITTEES	
  

Section	
  2.	
  SPECIFIC	
  ADVISORY	
  COMMITTEES	
  

There	
  shall	
  be	
  at	
  least	
  the	
  following	
  Advisory	
  Committees:	
  

1.	
  Governmental	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  

***	
  

i.	
  The	
  Governmental	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  may	
  put	
  issues	
  to	
  the	
  Board	
  directly,	
  
either	
  by	
  way	
  of	
  comment	
  or	
  prior	
  advice,	
  or	
  by	
  way	
  of	
  specifically	
  recommending	
  
action	
  or	
  new	
  policy	
  development	
  or	
  revision	
  to	
  existing	
  policies.	
  

j.	
  The	
  advice	
  of	
  the	
  Governmental	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  on	
  public	
  policy	
  matters	
  shall	
  
be	
  duly	
  taken	
  into	
  account,	
  both	
  in	
  the	
  formulation	
  and	
  adoption	
  of	
  policies.	
  In	
  the	
  
event	
  that	
  the	
  ICANN	
  Board	
  determines	
  to	
  take	
  an	
  action	
  that	
  is	
  not	
  consistent	
  with	
  
the	
  Governmental	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  advice,	
  it	
  shall	
  so	
  inform	
  the	
  Committee	
  and	
  
state	
  the	
  reasons	
  why	
  it	
  decided	
  not	
  to	
  follow	
  that	
  advice.	
  The	
  Governmental	
  
Advisory	
  Committee	
  and	
  the	
  ICANN	
  Board	
  will	
  then	
  try,	
  in	
  good	
  faith	
  and	
  in	
  a	
  timely	
  
and	
  efficient	
  manner,	
  to	
  find	
  a	
  mutually	
  acceptable	
  solution.	
  

k.	
  If	
  no	
  such	
  solution	
  can	
  be	
  found,	
  the	
  ICANN	
  Board	
  will	
  state	
  in	
  its	
  final	
  decision	
  
the	
  reasons	
  why	
  the	
  Governmental	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  advice	
  was	
  not	
  followed,	
  
and	
  such	
  statement	
  will	
  be	
  without	
  prejudice	
  to	
  the	
  rights	
  or	
  obligations	
  of	
  
Governmental	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  members	
  with	
  regard	
  to	
  public	
  policy	
  issues	
  
falling	
  within	
  their	
  responsibilities.	
  	
  A	
  final	
  decision	
  by	
  the	
  ICANN	
  Board	
  to	
  not	
  
follow	
  the	
  advice	
  of	
  the	
  Governmental	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  must	
  be	
  supported	
  by	
  a	
  
by	
  a	
  two-­‐thirds	
  vote	
  of	
  all	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Board	
  that	
  are	
  eligible	
  to	
  vote	
  on	
  the	
  
matter.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  


