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Amendment to ICANN Bylaws to Incorporate Absentee Voting by 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Council 

 

Redline Showing Proposed Changes: 

 

ARTICLE X: GENERIC NAMES SUPPORTING ORGANIZATION  

Section 3. GNSO COUNCIL 

8. Except as provided by paragraph 6 of this Section, the GNSO Council shall act at meetings.  

a. Members of the GNSO Council may participate in a meeting of the GNSO Council 
through use of (i) conference telephone or similar communications equipment, 
provided that all members participating in such a meeting can speak to and hear one 
another or (ii) electronic video screen communication or other communication 
equipment; provided that (a) all members participating in such a meeting can speak 
to and hear one another, (b) all members are provided the means of fully 
participating in all matters before the GNSO Council, and (c) ICANN adopts and 
implements means of verifying that (x) a person participating in such a meeting is a 
member of the GNSO Council or other person entitled to participate in the meeting 
and (y) all actions of, or votes by, the GNSO Council are taken or cast only by the 
members of the GNSO Council and not persons who are not members.  

b. Members entitled to cast a majority of the total number of votes of GNSO Council 
members then in office shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, 
and acts by a majority vote of the GNSO Council members present at any meeting at 
which there is a quorum shall be acts of the GNSO Council, unless otherwise 
provided herein. (See Section 5(2) of this Article concerning the number of votes 
that GNSO Council members may cast.)  

c. Absentee voting.  Members that are absent from a meeting at the time of a vote 
on whether to initiate a PDP, forward a policy recommendation to the Board, or fill a 
position open for election may vote by absentee ballot.  The GNSO Secretariat will 
provide reasonable means for transmitting and authenticating absentee ballots, 
which could include voting by telephone, e‐mail, or web‐based interface. Absentee 
ballots must be submitted within 72 hours after the meeting, except that in 
exceptional circumstances announced at the time of the vote the Chair may reduce 
this time to 24 hours or extend the time to 7 days. 

d. Advance notice of such meetings shall be posted on the Website, if reasonably 
practicable, at least 7 days in advance of the meeting.  

e. Except where determined by a majority vote (see Section 5(2) of this Article) of 
members of the GNSO Council present that a closed session is appropriate, meetings 
shall be open to physical or electronic attendance by all interested persons.  

f. The GNSO Council shall transmit minutes of its meetings to the ICANN Secretary, 
who shall cause those minutes to be posted to the Website as soon as practicable 
following the meeting, and no later than 21 days following the meeting. 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SUPPORTING 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Section 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COUNCIL 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Except 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6 of 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the 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Council 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act at meetings.  

a. Members of the GNSO Council 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participate in a meeting of the GNSO Council 
through use of (i) conference telephone or similar communications equipment, 
provided that all members participating in such a meeting can speak to and hear one 
another or (ii) electronic video screen communication or other communication 
equipment; provided that (a) all members participating in such a meeting can speak 
to and hear one another, (b) all members are provided the means of fully 
participating in all matters before the GNSO Council, and (c) ICANN adopts and 
implements means of verifying that (x) a person participating in such a meeting is a 
member of the GNSO Council or other person entitled to participate in the meeting 
and (y) all actions of, or votes by, the GNSO Council are taken or cast only by the 
members of the GNSO Council and not persons who are not members.  

b. Members entitled to cast a majority of the total number of votes of GNSO Council 
members then in office shall constitute a 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for the transaction of business, 
and acts by a majority vote of the GNSO Council members present at any meeting at 
which there is a quorum shall be acts of the GNSO Council, unless 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herein. (See Section 5(2) of this 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concerning the 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of votes 
that 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Council members may cast.)  

c. 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voting.  Members that are absent from a meeting at the time of a vote 
on whether to initiate a PDP, forward a policy recommendation to the Board, or fill a 
position open for election may vote by absentee ballot.  The GNSO Secretariat will 
provide reasonable means for transmitting and authenticating absentee ballots, 
which could include voting by telephone, e‐mail, or web‐based interface. Absentee 
ballots must be submitted within 72 hours after the meeting, except that in 
exceptional circumstances announced at the time of the vote the Chair may reduce 
this time to 24 hours or extend the time to 7 days. 

d. Advance notice of such meetings shall be posted on the Website, if reasonably 
practicable, at least 7 days in advance of the meeting.  

e. Except where determined by a majority vote (see Section 5(2) of this Article) of 
members of the GNSO Council present that a closed session is appropriate, meetings 
shall be open to physical or electronic attendance by all interested persons.  

f. The GNSO Council shall transmit minutes of its meetings to the ICANN Secretary, 
who shall cause those minutes to be posted to the Website as soon as practicable 
following the meeting, and no later than 21 days following the meeting. 

 


